





























LE-HI'HO News 2 


the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization 
_ Box 1003, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 18013 _ 


ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS 
COMMIS SION ADDRESSES GAY ISSUE 


As reported in the last newsletter, Allentown City Council relegated to 
the City Human Relations Commission the issue of amending the Human Rela- 
tions Ordinance to protect gay people in employment, housing and public 
accomodations. The bulk of the April 27 meeting was devoted to the issue in 
a lengthy and sometimes heated discussion touching on many areas and drag- 
ging in many myths and stereotypes about gay people. Of the eight commis— jf 
sioners present (eight were absent), most spoke positively for the rights of 
gay people, including the high school representatives. One black and two Hy 
Jewish commissioners likened their minority status to that of gay people, 
with Selma Telles, who chaired the meeting, and Rabbi Bernard Spielman 
especially eloquent. Two commission staff members also Spoke positively. r 
Of the remaining two commissioners, one was obsessed with the proselytizing - 
and soliciting of homosexuals, and the other spoke through the admitted 
bias of 30 years as a policeman. Most of the negative opinion came from 
visitors, including three women who were concerned about their children, 
the "crumbling of civilization", and Sodom and Gomorroh, and a minister of 
the Assembly of God who quoted the Bible but paradoxically said, when 
questioned, that he would not discriminate against gay people because they — 
were God's children. All the irrelevant issues aside, the main concern i 4 
seemed to be a disbelief that gay people are in reality oppressed. Evidence 
of such, along with rebuttals to the other areas raised, was given by Dixie le 
White of N.O.W., Joe Burns, Ken Burke and Rick Balmer of LE-HI-HO. Dis- 
cussion by the Commission is far from over and will resume at May 27 meet= 
ing. It was generally felt, however, that even in this one meeting much 
was accomplished including the transition from emotional to rational think- 
ing by some of the people present. LE-HI-HO plans to contribute to the ¥? 
distribution of educational literature to commissioners and to help plan 
presentations for future meetings. 


— lyour HELP NEEDED 


As mentioned above, many people honestly do not believe that gay people 
are discriminated against. Thus it imperative that we collect evidence. 
If you have ever faced discrimination in housing or employment solely oa 
because of being gay, please 1) contact Joe Burns at 437-2642 to express af hes 
willingness to testify orally, or 2) submit your story in writing to LE-HI-HO 
,anonymously if you wish, although we'd appreciate having your name even ( 
if you indicate we should not use it. Even if you have no direct proof of 
discrimination, tell why you think you were discriminated against, While © 
evidence from Allentown is specifically wanted, such from the Greater . | 
Lehigh Valley will be very helpful, too. 
















































| Dates and Notes 
, 18, Wednesday: LE=HI-HO Board of Directors meeting (call Ken, 264-7770). 
ere Sunday: LE-HI-HO General Meeting. ANNUAL MAY/GAY-FEST PARTY. 2: OOp.m., 
Initarian Church, 2 blocks south of 1500 Broadway, Bethlehem (Fountain Hill). 
) 24, Tuesday: Human Rights Day in Harrisburg--Lobbying for Sodomy Repeal 
| (Senate Bill 531). Meet at Friends Meeting House, 6th and Herr Sts. Work- 
ae on May 21 in Allentown, Harrisburg, Lancaster, State College and 
‘illiamsport. Financial support also needed. Info: Joe Burns, 437-2642, 
Human Rights Day Committee, “Sam Deetz, 549 W. Chestnut St., Lancaster, 
Pa. 17603. 
27, Friday: Allentown Human Relations Commission Meeting, 12 Noon, 36 N. 
Di St., Allentown. Gay Rights Issue. Info: call Joe, 437-2642 
Bisse 4, Saturday: LE-HI-HO News deadline. Info: call Rick, 866-6320 
| June a, Saturday: Walk-a-thon for ERA, sponsored by N.O.W. Info: call 
ary Wirtz, 398-0776 or Carol Vitelli, 868-2803 


June 1?, Saturday: Hike to Sunfish Pond (Delaware Water Gap). Repeat of 
last year's success. _ Info: .call Ken, 264-7770 

June 15, Wednesday: LE-HI-HO Board of Directors meeting 

‘|e 79, Sunday: LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Gay Pride Anniversary. 

b Sune 26, Sunday: &th Annual Christopher St. Parade, New York City 


ir Zip Code has been changed to 18016 due to the new location of Bethlehem's 
Pos st Office, and Moravian Station has been dropped from the address. All 
mai il to 18018, however, will still reach us.*****Joe Burns has been appoint- 
| to the Board of Directors to fill a vacancy. eae and successful 


. utz town State College (April a7), and for a paned at st. John" 5 UeseCe's 
ethampton (May 1). Other panelists were from Pro-Life, N.O.W., and A.R.P., 
the theme was Human Rights. The discussion class of 20 was somewhat 
typical in our experience because of the age-ranges, including teen-agers. 


KX Roger 
LIBRIS Edelman 


Ra sat: Charmed Circle, James R. Mellow recreates the spirit of the luminous group of artists, 
a Sa “and musicians who Pissed through the Paris stlon in the early part of this century. 
jerkcan expitriate, ian exverimental stylist in prose, 2 collector of geen and 4 


over 8 studio thrt became alive with sparkling conversation. In es aaeon,: Stein was a 
sctor of people among whom were such giants as Max Jacob, Apollinaire, Max Weber, Henri 
K ss0%, Erik Satie, Jean Cocteau, Marcel Duchamp, Ezra Pound, Man Ray, Sherwood -Anderson, 
i 1es t Hemingway, and F. Scott Fitzzerald. 
| Mellow's narrative is rich with insight into both Stein's celebrated career as a writer 
12 Bitter enduring relationship with Alice B. It spans the years from 1903, when she first 
onee: to Paris, to her list d2ays at the close of World War II. Draw primrily from memoirs 
jan eels this study of a glorious milieu and the fascinating woman who dominited it does 
| ne t ni ecessirily extend our understanding of them, but rather serves to consolidate the famil- 
| iar ane ecdotes and witty offhand maxims, forcing the reader to rethink the ironies and contrae 
atcuime of Stein's eminence. 

1 i 9 Se he a He a as 
int ch for reviews of two new books, soon to be added to the Le-Hi-Ho library - levine 
Someone Gay, a@ sympathetic; perceptive guide to gays and those who care about them, written 
|. Rea (an experienced clinical psychologist who is gay)s and The David Koray Story 
an ey 20x Sate Rutobiography of the first professional athlete to reveal his homosexuality. 
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